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THE ADVOCATES BAT FOR
CHANGE TO LAKE LEVEL REGIME
In May 2008, the Advocates made a submission
to Environment Waikato seeking a review of
Mighty River Power’s (MRP) consent conditions
pertaining to lake levels.
Erosion and loss of land and planting around the shores of
Lake Taupo are concerns that have been widely expressed
over the last 10 years or so. Recently completed reports on
shoreline erosion, one by Opus Consultants and one by
Beca, suggest that wind factors on the top of the lake being
held high by MRP have largely contributed to this
problem. To quote part of the Executive Summary of the
Opus findings, “Lake level variations and wave run-up have
the greatest potential effect on the extent and depth of
flooding.”
Although MRP have not breached the conditions of their
resource consent to keep the lake levels inside a band of
355.85 metres above sea level (masl) to 357.25 masl,
analysis shows that the lake is being held at the higher end
of this band for long periods, especially over the summer
months when there is a greater probability of high winds.
Advocates President Heather Macdonald featured in a lead
story in the Taupo Times on 4 April, in which she
challenged Environment Waikato to use the provision in
the Resource Management Act and review MRP’s lake level
regime. The provision for such a review is an elective one,
and Environment Waikato, who manages MRP’s resource
consents, must be persuaded, on good evidence, that a
review is necessary.
Heather said the Advocates’ primary concern is the impact
of high lake levels on the river. The river, at its mouth (the
delta), instead of flowing freely out into the lake, hits a wall
of lake water. This forces the river to lose its energy, drop
its bed load of silt and sand, and recede progressively, back
upstream. The compounding effect of this is that the lower
river loses its capacity to channel and shallows out, and once
productive land has become swampland. Sacred burial sites
have been decimated, spawning gravel is smothered and

DIDYMO

The committee continues to use all avenues
possible to lobby for rigorous procedures at the
ferry terminals and South Island airports for the
checking and decontamination of freshwater
damp fishing, tramping and hunting clothing,
gear and vehicles.
BioSecurity NZ’s contract for Didymo checking at the Picton
Ferry is about to be negotiated with a new provider, and we
expect BioSecurity to establish stringent contractual
obligations in order to strengthen procedures on the
ground. However, until the same sort of measures are put in
place at South Island airports as well, the North Island will
still be vulnerable to the transfer of live Didymo cells.
The committee also continues to lobby for the following:
n a New Zealand- wide ban on felt soles for use in
New Zealand waters. Fish and Game NZ are to be
congratulated for the recent proposal they have put
forward recommending such a ban. The Advocates
committee has supported Fish and Game’s proposal,
on the grounds that felt has been shown to be the
greatest carrier of live Didymo cells and the most
difficult material to decontaminate. A ban will help
slow the spread of Didymo and may well prevent other
freshwater pests from getting into New Zealand.
Incidentally, stealth rubber soles and/or a wading stick
provide every bit as much security for anglers worried
about safety.
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log jams bank up, further reducing the river’s energy.

Thank you to all members who have renewed
subscriptions.

As a result of that lead story, Hydro Generation Manager of
MRP, Gavin Williamson, initiated a meeting with the
Advocates.

More members are choosing to pay subs through
internet banking using our website,
www.tongariroriver.org.nz.

Our initial meeting with Gavin Williamson on 5 May was
most constructive and achieved a written commitment
from MRP to participate in discussions with the Advocates
to determine whether a more refined approach to lake
level management might be tenable.

The committee has moved that subs be invoiced. For
2008, I will invoice all members, including those
whose subs have lapsed. Invoices will go out shortly
after this newsletter is posted and then at the
beginning of the 2009 year.

Advocates committee member Dr Stuart Crosbie has been
working up a statistically-based alternative lake level model,
which will be the focus of our discussions with MRP.
Stuart’s model does not change the upper or lower limits
of the band MRP work within, but introduces the concept
of controlling the amount of time the lake is held at varying
levels between the upper and lower limits; that is, the
distribution of lake levels. Stuart also hopes to access
historical lake level and river flow-rate data over the past
several decades to establish the extent to which the lake is
being held at higher levels at those times when the
Tongariro has high flow rates and would, therefore, have
the chance to flush itself.

The committee is in favour of publishing a list of
members in the Annual Report each year. This would
require privacy rights to be acknowledged, and we will
seek your approval to publish your name in the
Annual Report when you renew your subscription.

While the Advocates accept that Lake Taupo is of critical
economic importance to the nation for securing electricity
supply to the North Island, we equally believe that the
introduction of a sharper tool for managing lake levels, in
a manner more in keeping with environmental protection,
is long overdue. We will be advocating that MRP manage
the distribution of lake levels in a more natural manner,
even if only as an interim measure, until better data is
available on how lake levels are impacting on foreshore
erosion and, therefore, what additional control measures
are warranted.
Until very recently, the topic of lake levels was politically
too sensitive to get onto an agenda for discussion at
meetings in the region. It is therefore encouraging that we
can now at least sit at the table with MRP to talk frankly
about the problems and possible solutions.
n We want the Government to let the public know that it is
taking Didymo seriously. The Government’s failure to do
this to date has been a costly omission. The
Government’s response to the threat of Didymo has
been dismal compared with its response to agricultural
pests and pests affecting the honeybee industry or the
apple industry. Tourism and New Zealand’s highly prized
recreational freshwater surely need to be protected too.
With the Government not taking the threat of Didymo
seriously, New Zealanders and tourists alike, take the
message that “she’ll be right”.
Government could well shift this perception by putting a
ban on felt soles and by putting check and decontamination
procedures in place at international airports and South
Island departure points. BioSecurity and other relevant staff
are still not properly trained, and signage is often not in
highly visible places and is not sufficient in the information
it provides. Disappointingly, border checks are all still very
inconsistent and “hit and miss”.
It will be of interest for you to know that a computermodelling programme has been recently designed for
determining the quantity and cost of chelated copper
required to treat a contaminated river. Results for the
Tongariro show that a single treatment of the lower river,
from the State Highway 1 Bridge to the lake, would require
900 tonnes of the copper compound, injected at five
points, at a cost of around $1.5m and four or five
treatments would be necessary.
Clearly, therefore, treatment for big rivers like the
Tongariro is out of the question, and so, although it is now
a rather tired phrase, to CHECK, CLEAN, DRY between
rivers has never been more important. We have to do all
within our power to KEEP IT OUT.

Thank you for notifying me of a change of address,
the death of a member, or withdrawal of membership.
We value our members and wish to maintain an
accurate database. Please continue to provide me
with updates.
Membership numbers help to give
strength to the positions we advocate,
and we appreciate whatever you can do
to help build our membership base.
Eric Wilson

STOP PRESS
Flood protection from the Major Jones Bridge
to Te Aho Road is now complete.
Congratulations to Environment Waikato and
Benefields Landscaping for the quality of the end result.

TROUT
SIZE
NEW LEGAL LIMIT LIKELY
DoC fisheries manager John Gibbs has
further revised his earlier recommended
change to the legal limit.
Currently 45cm, DoC’s initial recommendation has
gone from 42cm, down to 40cm. Once formalised, this
change will take effect from 1 July, the start of the new
Taupo fishing licence season.
The reason DoC gives for the change is that as the fish
are maturing later in the season, those caught by
boaties in the lake over summer are too small to keep
and are damaged by catching and releasing.
The poor condition of trout continues to concern many
anglers, and no one seems to know why the decline in
condition is occurring. There seems little doubt,
however, that there is a food problem of some sort, as
so many trout are long and skinny, with reports of
empty stomachs.
Committee members are meeting again with the DoC
fisheries manager and team in the next few weeks, to
discuss these concerns and what might be done. In the
meantime, we have put to John Gibbs, for
consideration, a discussion paper developed by Richard
Kemp containing suggestions for addressing the
problem.
Visit the Advocates’ website to view the discussion
paper, www.tongariroriver.org.nz

POSSIBLE RIVERSIDE DEVELOPMENT

Advocates speak out
The Mangamawhitiwhiti Block

A Structure Plan for Turangi

You may have seen the protest tent alongside State
Highway 1 Bridge, on the northern side. It is the camp of
Iwi protesting against the sale of the strip of land along the
river from opposite the highway bridge to the Red Hut
Bridge.

Development of a Turangi Structure Plan and any district
plan departure that may result requires a considerable
amount of background work, in keeping with the process
and methodology outlined in the Taupo Growth
Management Strategy (Taupo 2050).

The protest group set itself up there, following a story in
the Taupo Times about a proposed development of that
land, which is the Mangamawhitiwhiti Block.

The process, which is well underway, is robust and will take
several months to complete. It is a little concerning,
however, that no Turangi residents we have spoken with
have heard of anyone being approached or consulted by
the contractors gathering data and making assessments
about Turangi. Nevertheless, it will be of real benefit to
have a good-quality structure plan for Turangi and an
informed basis for Taupo District Council’s decisionmaking about whether to approve the development of the
land as proposed.

Soon after this newspaper article, which featured
environmental concerns expressed by the Advocates,
representatives of the land owners, te Whenua Holdings,
requested a meeting with the Advocates. Advocates
committee members took the opportunity at the meeting
in March to find out more about the development
proposal and to speak out about the risks the development
poses to the river and the fishery.
These are the main facts given to us by the project
management team:
n In July 2006 te Whenua Venture Holdings Ltd
purchased a 647-hectare block with a 7km frontage
along the Tongariro River.
n In response to their application to Taupo District
Council for a departure from the district plan, the new
owners were asked by Council to first provide a
“structure plan” showing:
- how a development proposal would fit with the
projected growth and development of Turangi
-

the extent to which the proposed development of
the strip was a better proposition than developing
two other Turangi blocks on the fringes of the
township area, also being evaluated by the project
management team.

n A number of consultancy firms were hired by the land
owners to put together a structure plan, a process
which was in train when we met and that would take
several months to complete.

Consultants Contracted by te Whenua
Holdings
The information necessary for the structure plan is being
compiled and analysed by a number of consultants
contracted by te Whenua Holdings, including:
n Bruce Wallace Surveyors Ltd: project manager
n Boffa Miskell Ltd: design, planning, ecology,
consultation/communication
n Maunsell Ltd: engineering
n Tina Porou (TAMU): cultural assessment and
consultation
n Social and Environmental Ltd: social impacts
n Sean Bevan: economic feasibility and impact
n Tourism Resource Consultants Ltd: tourism potential
and analysis.

A Lot will be Put at Risk
The Advocates position is clear. As an organisation, we have
no view on the merits of the development proposal as such,
nor do we have a mandate to express a view. We do,
however, have strong views on the ecological and
environmental values that will be jeopardised by this
development if it goes ahead. In our view:
n WATER QUALITY WILL BE AT RISK in both the
river and the lake due to run off from the 2,500
residential properties proposed. Much of the land is
being retired from grazing in order to reduce the
nitrogen levels in the lake in a process to be complete
by 30 June 2008. However, the nitrogen loading will
almost certainly be in excess of the nitrogen from
grazing, given the land usage proposed by the
developers.
n THE MAJOR BREEDING STREAM ON THE
TONGARIRO FOR TROPHY TROUT WILL BE AT
RISK by exposing the now protected
Mangamawhitiwhiti Stream to the public. This is likely
to be an inevitability, given that the land for
development incorporates a lengthy section of the
Mangamawhitiwhiti Stream, which runs from the
Kaimanawas into the Hydro Pool.
n WALKING TRACKS ALONGSIDE THE RIVER,
RIVER ACCESS AND PASSAGES OF NATIVE BUSH
FOR BIRDS WILL BE LOST, unless a very generous
margin of land is left between the river and the private
land. Even then, as the course of the river changes in
the future, access, walking tracks and the native bush
may well be lost.

It is a documentary film on the history of the Tongariro
River and its place in the Taupo fishery. It will be great to
have some of the rich history of the river and this southern
end of the lake captured in a documentary film. The film,
which John says is likely to be launched at Taupo's
Starlight Cinema later this year, will also be available on
DVD. It will be the first time, to our knowledge, that the
history of the river has been documented on film.
Asked about the film, John says, “I intend to trace the
development of trout fishing in the fishery from its
beginning in 1886, when the first brown trout were
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BIG CLEARANCE
IN LOWER RIVER
There has been a major clearance of willows,
logs and related debris along both sides of the
lower river from
just below the
Reed Pool
downstream
almost as far as
the delta.
used to look like
this
now looks like this
All credit to Ngati
Turangitukua who
took the initiative,
in agreement with
Environment
Waikato, to get this
work done. The
work, which was
contracted out, was
funded from the Genesis/Turangitukua mitigation fund.
The clearing work took place over a number of weeks
when the lake was low and there was a good volume of
water in the river due to the Potu Canal being shut down
for repairs. There is a good chance, therefore, that
channelling in the lower river has already improved.
It is now much easier to access the lower reaches,
although the sticks and snags, which the machinery
was unable to reach, can be problematic for anglers.
We have been assured by the project manager that
periodic maintenance will be undertaken to keep the
willows at bay.
Having this work done, and hopefully having it
maintained, is a big step towards helping the river back
to better health, and one which the Advocates have been
lobbying for since our involvement with Virginia
Church’s submission on the matter in 2002.

Commitment from the Advocates
When we met with the te Whenua project manager and
team, we assured them that the Advocates would continue
to be outspoken in protection of the river and the fishery.
We expressed our intention to act in a watchdog role to see
that the ecological and environmental risks are fully
considered and appropriately managed.
We also ventured to suggest that they might wish to
consider alternative development sites, including the other
two currently under consideration, which do not impact on
the river and the fishery.

Documentary Film on The Tongariro
Independent film-maker John Ball of Pukawa,
whose debut documentary The History of
Ruapehu received positive acclaims when
released as a DVD last year, is embarking on a
new venture.

The committee elected at the
Advocates AGM in March 2008

introduced to the lake and its tributaries, to where it is
today – a valued recreational resource that makes a huge
contribution to the local economy as well as being a valued
cultural heritage. I will explore three lines of this history:
1. government involvement and management.
2. the role of Ngati Tuwharetoa, the owners of the lake
and river beds.
3. the stories of anglers and businesses who have used
and benefited from the fishery.”
John Ball is keen to hear from anyone interested in
contributing to this documentary, whether it be facts,
photos, or funding. Please contact John directly if you
would like to sponsor the film, or if you have suggestions
for individual or corporate sponsorship.
jbproductions@ihug.co.nz.

ADVOCATES/DOC PARTNERSHIP PROJECT

restoration of
riverside plants
UPDATE ON GETTING RID OF FERAL PINES
The new funding designated in Budget 2008 for DoC
restoration initiatives in partnership with communities
could be good news for the Advocates. We are currently
looking for funding to continue our project to rid the
river’s banks of the feral pine trees that have sprung up,
smothering the growth of natural vegetation. The
initial pilot phase of this project, which we are
managing in partnership with DoC, has been
successfully completed, and we are awaiting a response
from our current funding application in order to
continue with the next phase of the work.

Distinguished membership
At the 2008 AGM in March,
Distinguished Membership of the
Advocates was bestowed on
Founding President Dr Mark
Cosgrove in recognition of the
outstanding contribution he has
made to the establishment and
work of the Advocates. We are
fortunate to continue to have
Mark’s contribution at committee
level.

